FROCKS   AND    FRILLS   IN   THE   NORTHERN   SHAN    STATES
Black-vanished bamboo hoops worn round the waist and sometimes embellished with seeds or cowries are a feature of the dress of the Palaung women.     Their ornaments are silver bandes and large  silver ear-rings.    White bordered hoods brought to a point behind, and skirts of cotton velvet in panels of blue, scarlet, and black make uo a gay costume Photo, Captain H. T. Parry
repetition of Nat-dewas, celestial spirits, bilus (ogres), princes and princesses and clowns, and heraldic animals, with a bordering of ornamental scrolls. They are seen in the milkjugs and teapots and tumblers, which take the place for the foreign purchaser of the national bowls and betel boxes. Recently, however, there seems to be an expansion of artistic sense, and a few Burmese painters have produced excellent work in oils, chiefly scenery, and there have been some quite striking bronze-work figures of wrestlers, wicker football players, and girls pouring water over themselves.
The Burmese are the most musical people in the East, and their system has attracted a good deal of attention with its Gregorian and operatic character. Here again, however, European,
Chinese, and Indian airs are beginning to creep into the modern musical productions. Great Britain has undoubtedly given the Burman peace and prosperity. His land gives him plenty to eat with the minimum of labour. But, unhappily, we do not seem to have improved his character. He is the despair of the administrator, and of those who would improve his position. Money-making does not appeal to him. There have been great fortunes made in Burma, but they have been made by the stranger within the gate. Under native rule the people were horribly oppressed and ground down, Now an ambitious and noisy section of them thinks that they can administer themselves. They have not the stability for it. Chinamen and Indians would take their country from them.
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